12 steps for Downloading and Installing the complete Tax Preparer program

(from the Link we emailed to you)

Step 1: Click the link we sent you by email. You should see the below window.
The name of the file you will download is shown in that window. It's shown in the
below window as InstallFed p2026.01.exe, which is the Premium version, but the
p in the filename is replaced by an s for Standard or an e for Economy.

Opening InstallFed_p2026.01.exe

You have chosen to open:

B | InstallFed p2026.01.exe
which is: EXE file (102 MB)

from: www.howardsoft.com |~InstaIIFed_p2026.01.eer

Would you like to save this file?

Save File

Cancel

Step 2: Click Save File. Your computer (a) may save the file automatically to a
location of it's choosing, or (b) you may be able to choose a location yourself,
depending on your Windows setup. If you encounter (a), you must notice the
location or click Show all downloads to see the location and the file, and should
double-click the downloaded file now to start the installation. But if you encounter
(b), you must go to the location where you saved the file and double-click the file

now to start the installation.



Step 3: After you double-click the downloaded file, you should see the following
window:

The publisher could not be verified. Are you sure you want to run this
software?

Name: D:\Temp\InstallFed_s2026.01.exe
Publisher: Unknown Publisher

Type: Application

From: D:\Temp\InstallFed_s2026.01.exe

Cancel

Always ask before opening this file

" This file does not have a valid digital signature that verifies its
@ publisher. You should only run software from publishers you trust.
How can | decide what software to run?

You must now click Run to start the installation, in spite of the fact that Windows
doesn't know HowardSoft.



Step 4: You should now see the following window (shown for the Standard
version as Std, but will be Eco for Economy and Prm for Premium).

i Setup - Tax Preparer 2026 U.S. 1040 Std  — =

Welcome to the Tax Preparer
ﬁfh % 2026 U.S. 1040 std Setup Wizard
This will install 2026 U.5. 1040 s2026.01 on your computer.

It is recommended that you close all other applications before
continuing.

Click Next to continue, or Cancel fo exit Setup.

Next > Cancel

To start the installation, click Next



Step 5: You should now see our licensing agreement, shown below, which

protects our copyrights and those of other software we use in developing our
software.

i Setup - Tax Preparer 2026 U.S. 1040 Std  — =

License Agreement
Please read the following important information before continuing.

Please read the following License Agreement. You must accept the terms of this
agreement before continuing with the installation.

L ICENSES FOR HOWARDSOFT AND THIRD-PARTY SOFTWARE

CAREFULLY READ THE FOLLOWING TERMS AND COMNDITIONS BEFORE
INSTALLING THIS PROGRAM. IF YOU DO NOT AGREE WITH THEM, YOU ARE
MOT ENTITLED TO INSTALL THE PROGRAM OR ANY OF ITS COMPONENTS ON
YOUR COMPUTER. Part I of this document applies to all software included in the
program with the sole exception of the third-party software spedifically identified in
Part II. YOU MUST AGREE TO BOTH PART I AND PART II IN ORDER TO
LEGALLY INSTALL AND USE THIS SOFTWARE.

PART I. LICENSE FOR HOWARDSOFT SOFTWARE v

( 'T accept the agreement

II do not accept the agreement

< Back Next Cancel

To continue with the installation, you must accept our licensing agreement, so
click inside the circle beside "l accept the agreement” to continue, then click Next
(which will no longer be faded once you accept the licensing agreement).



Select Destination Location

i Setup - Tax Preparer 2026 U.S. 1040 Std  —

Where should Tax Preparer 2026 U.5. 1040 Std be installed?

At least 23.1 MB of free disk space is required.

Setup will install Tax Preparer 2026 U.S. 1040 Std into the following folder.

To continue, click Next. If you would like to select a different folder, click Browse.

‘\Program Files (x86)\HowardSoft Tax Prepare

Browse...

< Back Next >

Cancel

Step 6. The next window, above, shows the folder where Windows wants your
Tax Preparer program to be stored. If you accept this location, which we strongly

recommend, click Next now.

But if you want to choose another
location, you must first have created a
folder for that location (or use a folder
already on your computer) to hold Tax
Preparer. Once you have such a
folder, click Browse then navigate to
that folder, click the folder, then click
OK, as shown here for storing the
program in a folder named
D:\Temp\HowardSoft Tax Preparer .
The previous window then reappears
with that folder shown, so you can now
click Next.

Browse For Folder

Select a folder in the list below, then click OK.

D:\Temp\HowardSoft Tax Preparer

NTS
PDOX35
PDP
PFSFILE
ProgramsXP
tax
TAX.eco
TAX.std

> TAXDQOS

’

> test
Users

Cancel




(i Setup - Tax Preparer 2026 U.S. 1040 Std =~ —

Select Components
Which components should be installed?

Select the components you want to install; clear the components you do not want to
install. Click Next when you are ready to continue.

Full installation LV
¥ Program Files 22.4 MB
HowardSoft Tax Forms Guide 10.8 MB
HowardSoft User's Guide 3.4 MB
IRS Forms and Instructions 46.3 MB
IRS Publications 105.1 MB
IRS Tax Bills 0.2 MB

Current selection requires at least 188.7 MB of disk space.

< Back Next > Cancel

Step 7. You can now choose which of the available documents you want to store
on your computer along with Tax Preparer. For ALL versions (Economy, Standard,
and Premium) the entire list of files is shown, but those that you cannot change
are faded out (such as Program Files, which are always checked, and, for the
Economy version, IRS files, which are always unchecked). We strongly
recommend accepting the default of all documents being checked (subject to
availability for your version), so they are instantly available to you while using Tax
Preparer by clicking "Documents” on the skinny Tax Preparer Control Panel. But

can uncheck some to save disk space. Once you are satisfied with your choices,
click Next.




(i Setup - Tax Preparer 2026 U.S. 1040 Std =~ —

Select Start Menu Folder
Where should Setup place the program's shortcuts?

= Setup will create the program's shortcuts in the following Start Menu folder.

To continue, click Next. If you would like to select a different folder, click Browse.

HowardSoft Tax Preparer Browse...

< Back Next > Cancel

Step 8. Now you are shown the folder where your program shortcuts will be
stored, which you can change by clicking Browse in the same way that you could
have changed the location where your program is actually stored. But, again, we
strongly recommend accepting our default, which is a sub-folder of the main

Program's folder on your computer. So... click Next once you are satisfied with
the location.




(i Setup - Tax Preparer 2026 U.S. 1040 Std =~ —

Select Additional Tasks
Which additional tasks should be performed?

Select the additional tasks you would like Setup to perform while installing Tax Preparer
2026 U.S. 1040 Std, then click Next.

Additional icons:

\¥|iCreate a desktop icon

< Back Next > Cancel

Step 9. Now you can choose to create a desktop icon for Tax Preparer, which we
very strongly recommend so that you can start the current edition of Tax Preparer
just by clicking the Tax Preparer icon, which is the Eye of Providence (often called
the "All-Seeing Eye of God," on the back of a dollar bill. A separate icon is
created for each edition, and is titled Tax Preparer 2026 - 1040 for the 2026 tax
processing year. Click Next to accept your choice.



(i Setup - Tax Preparer 2026 U.S. 1040 Std =~ —

Ready to Install
Setup is now ready to begin installing Tax Preparer 2026 U.S. 1040 Std on your
computer.

Click Install to continue with the installation, or click Back if you want to review or
change any settings.

Destination location:
D:\Temp\HowardSoft Tax Preparer

Setup type:
Full installation

Selected components:
Program Files
HowardSoft Tax Forms Guide
HowardSoft User's Guide
IRS Forms and Instructions
IRS Publications
IRS Tax Bills

< Back Install

Cancel

Step 10. You will now see a summary of your choices so you can click Back to
change any of your choices before you actually start the installation. Once you
are satisfied with all your choices, click Install and the actual installation will now

start.




(i Setup - Tax Preparer 2026 U.S. 1040 Std =~ —

Installing
Please wait while Setup installs Tax Preparer 2026 U.S. 1040 Std on your
computer.

Extracting files...
D:\Temp\HowardSoft Tax Preparer\DOC2026\i1040gi.pdf

Cancel

Step 11. Eventually, you will see the progress of the installation in a screen like
the one above, showing each file that is being accessed and copied to your
computer. But BE PATIENT, because sometimes it can take several minutes for
the installation to prepare your system by creating directories in the background
before you see any progress of the type shown above.




(i Setup - Tax Preparer 2026 U.S. 1040 Std =~ — =

Completing the Tax Preparer
‘ﬁh % 2026 U.S. 1040 Std Setup Wizard

Setup has finished installing Tax Preparer 2026 U.S. 1040 Std
on your computer. The application may be launched by
selecting the installed icons.

Click Finish to exit Setup.

Finish

Step 12. Once the installation is complete, you will see the above screen, and
must click Finish to exit the installation.

The Tax Preparer icon should now appear on your desktop, if you accepted our
recommendation to keep it, so that you can instantly start Tax Preparer at any
time just by double-clicking that icon.



